
 

 

 

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES (UNRESERVED) 

 

2.00pm on Wednesday, 10 June 2020 

By Zoom 

 

1. Apologies 

None. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

(i) Item 3(viii), College Committees and Membership: Nominee for College Art Prizes. 

 

3.  UNRESERVED 

(i) Minutes of 27 April 2020 

Approved. 

(ii) Matters Arising  

None. 

(iii) Welcome to the MCR representative 

Council formally welcomed the new MCR President, Mr Will Wood; and thanked the 

outgoing UCS President, Mr Jonty Townson. 

(iv) Forbes-Mellon Library Annual Report 

The Forbes-Mellon Librarian, Mrs Catherine Reid, circulated the Forbes-Mellon Library 

Annual Report to Council.  

 

Approximately 950 volumes have been added to the collection for both the Forbes-

Mellon Library and the Law Reading Rooms in response to reading lists and requests 

from Directors of Studies.  A full stock take has taken place together with cataloguing, 

which has assisted with withdrawals and managing space.  There has been a change to 

the circulation policy across all Cambridge libraries resulting in the automatic renewal 

of loans.  The feedback has been largely positive with students but has required more 



 

 

staff intervention to recall items. Overall it has worked well.  The self-issue machine has 

been replaced and radio security IDs will also be replaced next year. 

 

Study space has been improved with the conversion of one of the Colony meeting rooms 

into library space year round (except during the Long Vacation).  The LCR continues to 

be popular and well used.  The Forbes-Mellon Library itself is now 35 years old and 

future improvements should include upgrading the toilets and accessbility of the 

building.  The tables in the Neild Room will also need to be replaced as they are used 

jointly with conferencing.  Study sessions have developed further and will be offered to 

students in Arts and Humanities and Social Sciences.   

 

The Fellows’ Library continues to be in storage and is inspected regularly.  The UL is 

due to digitise some of the books this summer.  CamGuides was a collaborative project 

and online resource to support incoming undergraduates and taught MPhils, which has 

been very successful and will be promoted at the University’s Open Days.   

 

Due to COVID-19 the Forbes-Mellon Library closed on 19 March 2020 but an online 

enquiry service and electronic resources have been made available to students.  

Publishers have offered resources free of charge.  College Librarians have been liaising 

with each other and a Risk Strategy and Risk Assessment has been drafted for the 

Forbes-Mellon Library.  This includes the collection of books from students. 

 

The Forbes-Mellon Librarian thanked the Deputy Librarian, the Library & Archives 

Assistant, the Archivist, the team of Clare student invigilators, the Library Committee, 

and other Departments for their hard work and support.  In addition, she recorded thanks 

to the Senior Tutor, the Fellows’ Librarian, and the President of the Fellowship for their 

valuable support and advice. 

 

Council formally thanked the Forbes-Mellon Librarian for her hard work including 

assisting students accessing resources during the lockdown so that they could complete 

their work  

(v) Archive Annual Report 



 

 

The Senior Tutor circulated the Archive Annual Report to Council.  The recruitment for 

the new Archivist will recommence in Michaelmas 2020. 

(vi) Schools Liaison Programme 

The Schools Liaison Officer circulated the Schools Liaison Programme Report to 

Council.  It had been a positive year despite the building works, which had meant that 

residentials could not take place.  There had been a BAME event and Preparation Day, 

which had attracted the largest numbers ever recorded.  Trinity and King’s had assisted 

with tours during school visits.   

 

As a result of COVID-19 a YouTube channel had been set up with tools on admissions, 

finances, and Cambridge myths for prospective students: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqQCkyaJ_z8q8DwnlbykO7A 

Dr Dunajski had held a Zoom event for approximatelly 70 participants.  Professor 

Howard Griffiths had given a Q&A on admissions.  The UCS President had arranged for 

student content 

 

Council formally thanked the Schools Liaison Officer for his hard work and for 

supporting Admissions in general including the Admissions Tutors and the development 

of the Open Day website.  The Schools Liaison Officer agreed to liaise with the 

Development Office to continue to obtain student content, which could be used both for 

alumni and prospective students..   

(vii) Choir Committee Annual Report 

The Director of Music circulated two papers: the Choir Annual Report 2019-20; and the 

Choir Tour Fund 2019-20.  These papers had also been presented at the last meeting of 

the Governing Body on 8 June 2020.  The Choir had had a successful year before the 

COVID-19 situation with a tour in South-East Asia and and a debut in Shanghai.  The 

Choir had been given a new set of commissions which had been due to premier this year.  

There had been a number of school visits, which had participated in joint services. 

 

However, as a result of the COVID-19 situation the tours to Iceland, Netherlands, and 

the USA have been cancelled.  Thanks to individual students and alumni a number of 

initiatives had been set up including Clare Music Mondays and Clare Casts.  There had 



 

 

also been Zoom chats to prospective students and new video content had been produced.   

Going forward the Risk Strategy and Risk Assessment for the Chapel will be drafted and 

the USA tour will be rescheduled in accordance with Government guidance. 

 

The Director of Music formally thanked Council; the Senior Tutor; the College Dean; 

the Choir Committee; the Head of Chapel Office, Mrs Nicola Robertson; the Choir 

Administrator, Ms Sophie Alabaster; the Choir’s agents, IKON Arts; and the 

Development Director for their support.   

 

The Council formally thanked the Director of Music for his work.   

(viii) College Committees and Membership 2020-21 

The Council formally appointed the membership of the College Committees as set out in 

the paper circulated to Council. 

(ix) Joint meeting of Council and Finance Committee 

Council formally approved of an annual joint meeting of Council and Finance 

Committee so that all trustees received a presentation on the Accounts at the same time.  

The first annual joint meeting will be at 2.00pm on Monday, 23 November 2020. 

(x) Minutes of College Committees: for note only. 

 a. Library Committee: 18 February 2020. 

(xi) Any Other Business 

None. 

 

4. RESERVED 

 

5. Date of Next Meeting  

2.00pm on Thursday, 2 July 2020 

By Zoom 

 



 

 

Distribution (Reserved): Anthony, Lord Grabiner QC (Chair); Dr Jason Carroll; Dr Tim 

Chesters; Dr Maciej Dunajski; Professor John Gibson; Professor Jonathan Goodman; Dr Sian 

Lazar; Dr Fred Parker; Dr Oliver Shorttle; The Rev’d Dr Mark Smith; Dr Jacqueline Tasioulas 

(Senior Tutor); Mr Paul Warren; and the Governing Body. 

 

Distribution (Unreserved): Ms Rosa Martin (UCS President); and Mr Will Wood (MCR 

President). 

 

In Attendance: Miss Emma Easterbrook (Secretary); Mr Graham Ross (Director of Music); Mrs 

Catherine Reid (Forbes Mellon Librarian); and Dr Chris Scott (Schools Liaison Officer). 

Emma Easterbrook 

10 June 2020 

 


